



Transportation Advisory Group

 Meeting Notes from April 30, 2013 Meeting
1.
Welcome - Don Byrnes welcomed attendees and convened the meeting at 10:00 AM at the ITRE offices on the Centennial Campus of NC State University.  Derek Graham and his staff and Bonnie Sluder from ITRE were thanked for making the arrangements for the location and lunch.


2. 
Introduction of Attendees - There were 50 attendees from 40 counties and the DPI Transportation Services staff.





3. 
Ground Rules for Meetings - were discussed.




4.
Update on Physical Standards Committee - Eric Eaker, chair of the Physical Performance Standards Committee discussed the meeting held Monday, April 29 in Raleigh.  Attending this meeting were Al Miller, Scott Denton, Don Byrnes, Derek Graham, Don Johnson, Will Williamson, Commissioner of Motor Vehicles James Forte, the 5 district supervisors from SBTS, and other DMV officials.  During discussion of the physical performance proposal, the topic of pre employment screening came up.  After much discussion, another meeting was planned for Monday, May 6 to continue sharing thoughts about some recommended pre employment screening policies and implementation of the physical performance standards.
5.
DPI Annual Inspection/Point Value Committee Update - Don Byrnes reported that this committee that was formed at the last meeting has not met and no action was taken.  It was decided that if anyone was interested in pursuing this topic and serving on the committee, they should E-Mail Don at : dkb143@msn.com.

6.
International Engine Problems and  Costs - Jeff Moore from Wake County presented a Power Point presentation about problems with International engines and the costs associated with these issues.  He had comparisons about various engines in service in NC school buses and this indicated a problem in Wake County with certain engines.  Jeff encouraged other LEA's that might be having similar problems to contact him, as they were planning to pursue action to try to remedy the issue.  If you have questions or want to add your county data to his, contact him at : jmoore6@wcpss.net.

7.  
NCPTA Update - Jim Ellis, NCPTA president discussed the Transposium to be held in July at Sea Trail and encouraged attendance and participation.  He suggested early action on room reservations. He mentioned that nominations were still open for the NCPTA Hall of Fame and Trailblazer awards for this year.







8.
Legislative Issues - Derek Graham updated the status of various bills in the legislature pertaining to school buses.  Stop Arm Violation penalties, speed of school buses, and bus replacements are the main topics currently under discussion and consideration in the General Assembly.




9.
Safety Videos - Derek Graham presented an instructional video produced by Winston Salem Forsyth Schools targeted at 3-5 students.  This would be an excellent tool to use I doing safety instruction of students on proper procedures for boarding and riding the bus.  Winston Salem Forsyth has agreed to make a generic version available to other LEA's in the state and other grade levels are also in production - including Kindergarten, and Middle School/High School.  Derek will keep everyone informed as these become available.
10.
Type A Bus Contract Status - Don Byrnes asked Derek Graham about the status of the Type A bus contract after being contacted by several counties.  Derek reported there is not a contract at this time and he would keep the group informed when one is available.
11.
30 Day Inspections - Eric Eaker discussed the possibility of changing the current 30 calendar inspection program to a 30 operating day program.  The group in attendance voted to pursue this topic and Eric will draft some proposed material for discussion at the next meeting.  It was noted that this was a General Statute and would need to be legislatively changed.






12. 
Next Meeting Date & Location - the next meeting is scheduled at the NCPTA Transposium  and will be announced as the date approaches.


